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America’s History with Standards
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I. First standardized tests – World 
War I, 1918:  Army Mental Tests
• Used for admission and 

placement

II. National Assessment of 
Educational Progress – 1969
• Attempt to gain information 

comparable across country



Missouri’s History with Standards
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I. Commercial norm-referenced tests

II. Basic Essential Skills Test

III.Missouri Mastery and 
Achievement Test

IV.Missouri Assessment Program



Missouri’s History with Standards
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I. 1996 – Show-Me Standards
• Knowledge standards
• Content standards

II. Curriculum Frameworks for
• K-4
• 5-8
• 9-12

III.Missouri Assessment Program
• One assessment at each grade 

span in each content area



2002 – No Child Left Behind
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I. Assess every grade from 3-8, and 
once in high school

II. English language arts, 
mathematics, and science

III.Defined sanctions for states with 
proficiency rates below certain 
targets

IV.State assessments varied; 
proficiency rates varied



State’s Response to NCLB
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I. NAEP results revealed variances:  
states with high percentages 
proficient on own tests were 
scoring much differently on NAEP 
in some cases.

II. Governors needed fairness.
III.Sought way to create “level 

playing field”:  Common Core 
State Standards for 2 content 
areas



Schools are Improving



Schools are Improving



Common Core State 
Standards



Soft Skills Most Requested by 
Employers
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I. Communicator
II. Problem-Solver
III.Team Player
IV.Can Accept and Learn from 

Criticism
V. Can Learn Through Research



Communication Skills
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I. Reading Skill:
II. “Read closely to determine what 

the text says explicitly and to 
make logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.”

CCSS R.1



Questions about Assessment
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I. Data
I. What is collected?
II. Why use vendor?

II. Rigor
I. Are tests “dumbed” down?
II. Can’t we rely on state 

development?
III.Can’t we keep what we are 

currently using?
III.Why online?



Missouri Assessment 
Program



Smarter Balanced Assessment  Consortium
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� Missouri is a member of SBAC.

� Developing assessments in ELA and Math aligned to the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for grades 3-8 and 

11.

� Not a testing vendor. A vendor like CTB/McGraw-Hill, the 

current vendor of our 3-8 assessments, will be the vendor 

for the new assessments.

� Assessments will be completely online; are adaptive

� On-Demand Interim/Benchmark Assessments included 

with the system.



Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
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25 States 

and U.S. 

Virgin 

Islands
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“Practice Test 

Portal”



Contact
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Dr. Sharon Helwig
Assistant Commissioner
Teri.longley@dese.mo.gov
573.751.2660


