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Background
Wife, mom, “gamaw”

• 26 plus years PTA experience from serving at the 

local unit level, on the Independence Council PTA and 

on the Missouri PTA Board of Managers.

• Current PTA President at Procter Elementary

• Treasurer for ICPTA

• Secretary for Missouri PTA Board of Managers

• In my 26th year working as a Recovery Room 

Interventionist in the Independence School District.

 



Family Involvement

WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT?It Ben e fits Students

• Chil dren whose fam i lies are engaged in their edu ca tion are 

more like ly to: 

⚬ earn high er grades and score high er on tests;

⚬ grad u ate from high school and college;

⚬ devel op self-con fi dence and moti va tion in the class room; 

and

⚬ have bet ter social skills and class room behavior.



• Parents have different priorities

• Working parents

• Single parent home

• More grandparents raising kids, stretched too thin

• Language & cultural barrier

• Poverty, lack of transportation

Why is it difficult to involve 

families?



Difference Between 

Family Involvement & 

Family Engagement

With engage ment, home and school come 

togeth er as a team. Schools empow er families by 

pro vid ing them with ways to active ly par tic i pate, 

pro mot ing them as impor tant voic es in the school 

and remov ing bar ri ers to engage ment. Some 

exam ples include encour ag ing fam i lies to join the 

PTA or arrang ing vir tu al fam i ly-teacher meet ings 

for fam i lies with trans porta tion issues. 

Involve ment is the first step towards 

engage ment. It includes par tic i pa tion 

in school events or activ i ties, with 

teach ers pro vid ing learn ing resources 

and infor ma tion about their student’s 

grades. With involve ment, teach ers 

hold the pri ma ry respon si bil i ty to set 

edu ca tion al goals. 



Identifying the Types of Parents 

Within Your School



Simple Strategies

https://www.leaderinme.com/embed/6-more-family-engagement-ideas-e1dd3c74-0da1-494c-98fc-07fa9a558575?language=en&school=11be59fc9550153811a2b8da2bde6b38abed3334e700c2cd23faa4e0b0837908%24%24GJxVpSu8SG0Uwv0F7rU%3D--Jo%2FXNHrIeSq8%2Fc1b--9EjSgsvKxYW9S43jh0YjCA%3D%3D




Inclusive Family 

Engagement
What does this mean?



⚬ Standard 1: Welcome All Families
⚬ Standard 2: Communicate 

Effectively
⚬ Standard 3: Support Student 

Success
⚬ Standard 4: Speak Up for Every 

Child
⚬ Standard 5: Share Power
⚬ Standard 6: Collaborate with 

Community

How Do We Engage Our Families?

PTA’s National Standards for 

Family-School Partnerships set the 

bar for how schools and parent 

organizations work together to 

support student success. 

https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-1-welcome-all-families
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-2-communicate-effectively
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-2-communicate-effectively
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-3-support-student-success
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-3-support-student-success
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-4-speak-up-for-every-child
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-4-speak-up-for-every-child
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-5-share-power
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-6-collaborate-with-community
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships/standard-6-collaborate-with-community


Family Engagement Ideas
• Focus on Parent Talents & Strengths
• Celebrate & Recognize Family Partnerhips
• Family Events Involving Student Performances 

           (Music performances, Leadership Nights, etc...)   

• Food is a MUST if at all possible,
            (If you feed them, they will come)

• Parent/Child Events 
              Kickball Games, Paint Nights, BINGO for Books, etc....

 



What Are Some Things That Have Worked 

For Your School or PTA?

Diamond Sponsor
Diamond Sponsor


