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Suggestions for your May 2019 Legislative Chair Report

Reminders: 

May is a month of transition in PTA. New officers have been elected and outgoing officers are wrapping up their term. Now would be a great time make sure your bylaws are up to date. If you need help on how to get started, contact your regional director or the MOPTA bylaws chair at bylaws@mopta.org. 
Have you submitted your new officers?  If not, please make sure they are turned in to MOPTA as soon as possible.  These officer lists must be submitted to remain in good standing.

May is also a great time to review your insurance coverage and make sure your Unit is adequately protected. You can find more information on AIM here.

LOCAL INFORMATION:

May is National Foster Care Awareness Month
May is set aside as National Foster Care Month honoring the foster parents, families, and those who support children throughout their journey to find a permanent home. 

Dear PTA Family,

 

May is National Foster Care Awareness Month!  It may seem like just another “Awareness” month that clogs your social media feed but it’s important to bring to light a topic that seems almost taboo in our society.  Foster care is also known as “Alternative Care” removing a child from their family of origin and everything they’ve known in order to bring them to a place of safety and wellness.  As you can imagine, this experience can be very traumatic and may seem difficult to even think about.  Even so, I ask you to take time and ponder the other side of parenting-the side we wish didn’t exist, but we know it does.

Fostering is near and dear to my heart.  My husband and I have fostered 14 children, 4 of which we’ve adopted and 2 more we are adopting later this month!  Our bio children have been exposed to behaviors and stories that I would never wish them to experience.  My husband and I have experienced secondary trauma and pure exhaustion as we navigate foster and adoptive parenting system.  But none of that would keep us from doing it all over again because building resiliency and seeing our children thrive is worth it!  One of the most treasured experiences we have had is seeing 5 of our foster children successfully reunify with their birth families.  We are close with all of our birth families and celebrate birthdays and holidays together - even 7 years later!  Supporting families that may experience “at-risk” situations is a vital role of a PTA advocate.  Consider asking yourself how you can engage and befriend more parents in your community.  Let’s bring them into our PTA family because we need their input, suggestions, talents, and gifts!  
If you feel a tug in your heart to do something to mark National Foster Care Awareness Month, I challenge you to find a way to make the difference for a foster child (and those that support them) in your community.  You don’t have to be a foster parent to make a huge impact!  
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Thank you for always advocating for ALL of our children and for spreading the word in your community about National #FosterCareMonth!

 

-Kristina Wilmoth

Wife, Mom, Advocate

Missouri PTA Vice President Legislation and Advocacy
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to recognize the unique challenges foster children face and to create a
positive framework that increases their chances for success.

Did You Know?

There are nearly 400,000 children
and youth currently in the foster
care system

About 52% are male and about
48% are female. ‘

The average age of a child in
foster care is nine years old

“Foster care is the opportunity to make a big difference in a child’s life”

— Sam Macer, Foster Care Parent/PTA Leader

Famous Foster Care Children

Steve Jobs

Babe Ruth John Lennon  Eddie Murphy
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STATE INFORMATION:

Missouri PTA Legislative Session

The 2019 Legislative session began January 2, 2019. This is the 100th General Assembly of Missouri. There are many bills that have been pre-filed that MO PTA will be watching closely. Below are several bills we are watching that may gain traction in this session.

 SB160 – Andrew Koenig,  HB34- Dan Stacy and HB478 Phil Cristofanelli
Establishes the Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program

MO PTA Opposes this bill. The Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program is a particular concern for PTA because this program would create an account that would allow taxpayers to make a qualifying contribution to an educational assistance organization and claim a tax credit, as described in the act. The tax credit is for one hundred percent of the amount of the contribution. The tax credit may be carried forward for four years and may be transferred, sold, or assigned. The scholarships will be used in private schools effectively creating a voucher system in Missouri.
SB160 will be debated on the Senate floor this week. We know there are enough votes now to pass this legislation. Please take a few moments to call or email your senator now and tell them to vote NO. We have also submitted testimony for HB478.
HB42- Ingrid Burnett
Modifies provisions to a child’s right to counsel.

This bill specifies that, if a child waives his or her right to counsel, such waiver shall be made in open court and be recorded and in writing. In determining whether a child has knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily waived his or her right to counsel, the court shall look to the totality of the circumstances, as specified in the bill. If a child waives his or her right to counsel, the waiver shall only apply to that particular proceeding. The bill also specifies certain proceedings in which a child's right to counsel shall not be waived.

MO PTA is very concerned with children waiving their rights to counsel. If they are not yet legal adults, they should not have the ability to waive their rights without a parent or guardian also agreeing. We know this is becoming a large issue in juvenile justice in MO. We support this bill. This bill is now in the House Rules Committee and will be place on the calendar for a full House vote soon.

SB4- David Sater
Modifies the law relating to work requirements for participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

PTA recognizes good nutrition as a key component in creating healthy and productive individuals.  As PTA advocates and leaders, we know that many Missouri children and their families struggle with food insecurity issues and rely on Federally-funded food programs including SNAP.

From our partners at Missouri Budget Project:
“Senate Committee passed a bill that would make it harder for families to access the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), making it harder for struggling families to put food on their tables. Almost 40,000 families – and more than 50,000 kids – would lose food assistance for several months, and perhaps permanently due to the bill’s harsh sanctions. What’s more, the bill would cost Missouri more than $90 million to implement.

MO PTA opposes any cuts to SNAP. Without adequate nutrition children are not able to perform well in school. Without adequate nutrition children are also more susceptible to physical illnesses causing them to have poor attendance. We have submitted testimony and sent out a JC/DC for this bill. This bill is on the calendar for a full Senate vote. Please contact your Senator now.
In addition, this session there are bills on distracted driving, charter schools and bills addressing the opioid epidemic. As bills begin to progress in the process please be watching for JC/DC Action Alerts and take action. Please encourage your membership to sign up for the alerts also. Sign up is easy and just takes a few moments. The bigger presence we have with our legislators the more we can advocate for the children of Missouri.

NATIONAL INFORMATION: 

Where Does National PTA Stand on Private School Vouchers?

National PTA advocates for the improvement of public education for all children and to guarantee public funds are not diverted to any private school choice proposal and/or voucher system.

National PTA also opposes tax credits and deductions for elementary and secondary school tuition and other education-related expenses for public and nonpublic school students.

Our association believes that private school choice systems have detrimental effects on our public school systems. Public dollars must remain invested in public schools for the benefit of all students and the future of our nation. Read the full position statement by National PTA on private school vouchers here.

HOW TO BE AN ADVOCATE: 
· Plan now for next year’s voter registration drive

· Join the JC/DC Network - You can also join online under the ‘Sign up for the JC/DC Network’ link at the bottom of the homepage on the Missouri PTA website for Missouri alerts and online at ‘PTA take action network’ for National alerts.

· Check out the PTA One Voice Blog

· Do you tweet?  Follow Missouri PTA (@MissouriPTA) and National PTA (@NationalPTA).


