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Suggestions for your April Legislative Chair Report
LOCAL INFORMATION: 


Municipal elections are being held April 2nd across Missouri. Now would be a great time to reach out to new school board members by inviting them to attend a PTA meeting. Often, they only know about PTA on a superficial basis. Another great idea is sending all the members of your school board your monthly Legislative Chair Report.  
Distracted Driving Awareness Month

Back in 2011 students in the state of Missouri came together to write, promote and pass the Distracted Driving Resolution.  This resolution was then submitted and passed at the National Convention.  Why was this issue so important to the students?  At the time both Missouri and National PTA had resolutions pertaining to teen driving and cellphone use but nothing that spoke to the larger problem of distracted driving.  Distracted driving isn’t a teen problem.  Every driver who makes the decision to drive distracted poses a potential risk to everyone else on the road, including him or herself.  Distracted driving spans all ages, genders and socioeconomic backgrounds.  Did you know that at highway speeds, the amount of time a driver keeps their eyes off the road to type a 3 to 5 second text message they will have traveled the length of a football field?  Your personal awareness can make a difference.  For more information on statistic, research, campaigns, and pledges check out Distraction.gov
NATIONAL INFORMATION:
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(seated left to right front row: Carla Wiese ,Christine Kent, Burchell McGhee back row: Kristina Wilmoth, Dorothy Gardner, Jim Accomando, Senator Roy Blunt, Susan Rupert, Nathan Monell, Alex Wiese and Will Wiese)
National PTA Honors Senators Roy Blunt and Christopher Murphy

Heidi May Wilson, Senior Manager, Media Relations

703-518-1242

hmay@pta.org
ALEXANDRIA, Va., (March 13, 2019)—National PTA is pleased to recognize Senators Roy Blunt (R-MO) and Christopher Murphy (D-CT) with its 2019 Congressional Voice for Children Award. The award honors outstanding leadership and commitment to taking action on issues that affect the education, health, safety, well-being and long-term success of America’s children. Senators Blunt and Murphy were presented with the award during the 2019 National PTA Legislative Conference.

“Senators Blunt and Murphy are dedicated to taking action for kids by supporting and advancing legislation that makes a difference for every child,” said Jim Accomando, president of National PTA. “We thank them for their commitment to recognizing the essential role of family engagement and are thrilled to honor them with our 2019 Congressional Voice for Children Award.”

Senator Blunt serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee and is the chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education. His leadership and support during the FY2019 appropriations process was integral in funding the U.S. Department of Education and related agencies that impact the health and well-being of our nation’s youth. His work also helped secure funding for the Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFEC) program in FY2018 and FY2019.

“One of my top priorities as chairman of the appropriations subcommittee that funds the Department of Education is to make sure we’re providing the resources and flexibility states and school districts need to support students at every stage—from pre-K to post-secondary education. As a former teacher and a parent, I also know that federal support is only part of the equation,” said Senator Blunt. “Encouraging family engagement in schools is vital, and I appreciate the work that all of the teachers, parents and administrators who are part of the PTA do to strengthen and improve our education system. I’m honored to receive this award and look forward to continuing to support programs that will give every student the opportunity to succeed.”

Senator Murphy has led and supported important gun safety and violence prevention legislation. He has also led the effort for increased access to mental health services and pushed for effective, fair and consistently-implemented positive school discipline policies. Additionally, Senator Murphy has supported the SFEC program the past three years.

“I’ve used my seat on the HELP Committee to make sure every child in America has access to a quality education, regardless of his or her race, zip code or learning ability,” said Senator Murphy. “As a parent of two school-age boys, I know how important it is for me to be an active participant in their school communities. I’m honored to receive this award from National PTA and will continue to support the families and communities working hard to make sure every child attends an excellent school where they can grow and learn.”

“Senators Blunt and Murphy are leading the charge to ensure family engagement is prioritized and every child has access to a high-quality public education in a learning environment that is healthy, safe and secure,” added Nathan R. Monell, CAE, National PTA executive director. “They are true voices for our nation’s children, and we commend them for their efforts, leadership and commitment.”

Every year, the National PTA Legislative Conference brings together PTA leaders and advocates from across the country to explore the association’s advocacy priorities and the federal policies that impact kids as well as actively advocate to create a better future for every child.
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Missouri PTA wins Outstanding State PTA Advocacy Award

Prior to Missouri PTA’s advocacy efforts, Missouri was one of only five states that housed juveniles—some as young as nine—in adult facilities, even prior to their conviction. Missouri PTA worked with a coalition to plan and implement an initiative to support legislation that would make sure juveniles involved in the justice system are housed separately from adults. PTA members met with their local legislators, garnered the support of law enforcement and juvenile justice departments, and implemented a robust media campaign on the issue. Last year, after five years of concerted effort, Missouri PTA’s advocacy efforts saw success when SB 793 “Raise the Age” was signed into law. The new law requires that children be prosecuted in juvenile courts and ensures that no person under the age of 18 may be detained in an adult jail unless the person has been certified as an adult.


Fiscal Year 2020 National Budget

The FY 2020 budget has been discussed extensively in the news. PTA is urging Congress to raise the fiscal year FY 2020 budget caps established by the 2011 Budget Control Act. Without Congressional action to raise the spending caps, all discretionary funding will face automatic cuts over the next two years, which will dramatically impact federal investments in education. Without an increase in discretionary spending caps, domestic spending will endure a $55 billion cut and defense discretionary spending will endure a $71 billion cut. This will result in a nearly $20 billion cut to education, health and workforce funding, and a 10% reduction in annual discretionary spending overall. If Congress does not take action, there will be 10% less for IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Act) funding, dollars to foster family engagement, or resources to support professional development for teachers. 

Three separate times over the past several years, Congress has worked in a bipartisan manner to raise the caps and ensure critical federal resources are provided to both defense and non-defense discretionary programs, including education. National PTA believes that the long-term success of our nation depends on increased investments in our education system and opposes these automatic education spending cuts. Congress must not go backwards but continue to build off its recent investments in education. It is important to keep in mind that federal funding for public education programs has remained at approximately 2% of the federal budget for decades, despite the increase in public school enrollment and the rising cost of education resources and services. When accounting for inflation, enrollment, and student needs, federal investment in K-12 remains lower than pre-recession levels. Recent polling from POLITICO and Harvard University found that almost three-fourths of the public identified increased federal spending on public elementary and secondary education as an "extremely important priority." It's time we prioritize our investments in our children. Budgeting is a reflection of priorities. 
President Trump released his budget recommendations for 2020 and as expected they were very disappointing. Trump proposed a 12% cut to public education. In his recommendation he also called for increased funding ($60 million increase) to expand charter schools which we adamantly oppose. In addition to these cuts Secretary DeVos has been speaking about a plan to cut funding to Special Olympics. Senator Blunt, as chair of the committee overseeing education spending, has stated he will not decrease funding for this important program. 

STATE INFORMATION:
Missouri Fiscal Year 2020 Budget

The FY 2020 Budget is currently being negotiated in Jefferson City. The House Budget Committee has recommended full funding of the Foundation Formula for Education. We applaud this, however, in Missouri there is much work to be done. According to the Missouri Budget Project:
K-12 Education
A quality education is critical to the long-term health, economic stability, and well-being of our children, our local communities, and our state.

But Missouri’s state funding for local schools (both earmarked and general revenue) was less than half the amount spent by Kansas, and more than 1/3 below the national average.
Missouri ranks 46th in the nation in state revenue dedicated per K-12 student.
The $31,842 average starting salary for a teacher in Missouri is lower than all but one other state.
This lack of state funding means school districts rely heavily on local funding, which exacerbates inequity. Only two states and the District of Columbia rely more heavily on local funding.

School districts in high poverty areas have a limited ability to fill gaps in funding with local resources, while also serving students who are more costly to educate given higher rates of disability, homelessness, hunger, and other factors that impact a student’s ability to learn.
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As a result, Missouri has the second most regressive educational funding system in the nation, with students in high poverty districts receiving nearly $1,800 per student less than their counterparts in more affluent districts
Missouri PTA Legislative Session

The 2019 Legislative session began January 2, 2019. This is the 100th General Assembly of Missouri. There are many bills that have been pre-filed that MO PTA will be watching closely. Below are several bills we are watching that may gain traction in this session.

 SB160 – Andrew Koenig,  HB34- Dan Stacy and HB478 Phil Cristofanelli
Establishes the Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program

MO PTA Opposes this bill. The Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program is a particular concern for PTA because this program would create an account that would allow taxpayers to make a qualifying contribution to an educational assistance organization and claim a tax credit, as described in the act. The tax credit is for one hundred percent of the amount of the contribution. The tax credit may be carried forward for four years and may be transferred, sold, or assigned. The scholarships will be used in private schools effectively creating a voucher system in Missouri.
SB160 will be debated on the Senate floor this week. We know there are enough votes now to pass this legislation. Please take a few moments to call or email your senator now and tell them to vote NO. We have also submitted testimony for HB478.
HB42- Ingrid Burnett

Modifies provisions to a child’s right to counsel.

This bill specifies that, if a child waives his or her right to counsel, such waiver shall be made in open court and be recorded and in writing. In determining whether a child has knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily waived his or her right to counsel, the court shall look to the totality of the circumstances, as specified in the bill. If a child waives his or her right to counsel, the waiver shall only apply to that particular proceeding. The bill also specifies certain proceedings in which a child's right to counsel shall not be waived.

MO PTA is very concerned with children waiving their rights to counsel. If they are not yet legal adults, they should not have the ability to waive their rights without a parent or guardian also agreeing. We know this is becoming a large issue in juvenile justice in MO. We support this bill. This bill is now in the House Rules Committee and will be place on the calendar for a full House vote soon.
SB4- David Sater

Modifies the law relating to work requirements for participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

PTA recognizes good nutrition as a key component in creating healthy and productive individuals.  As PTA advocates and leaders, we know that many Missouri children and their families struggle with food insecurity issues and rely on Federally-funded food programs including SNAP.

From our partners at Missouri Budget Project:
“Senate Committee passed a bill that would make it harder for families to access the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), making it harder for struggling families to put food on their tables. Almost 40,000 families – and more than 50,000 kids – would lose food assistance for several months, and perhaps permanently due to the bill’s harsh sanctions. What’s more, the bill would cost Missouri more than $90 million to implement.

MO PTA opposes any cuts to SNAP. Without adequate nutrition children are not able to perform well in school. Without adequate nutrition children are also more susceptible to physical illnesses causing them to have poor attendance. We have submitted testimony and sent out a JC/DC for this bill. This bill is on the calendar for a full Senate vote. Please contact your Senator now.
In addition, this session there are bills on distracted driving, charter schools and bills addressing the opioid epidemic. As bills begin to progress in the process please be watching for JC/DC Action Alerts and take action. Please encourage your membership to sign up for the alerts also. Sign up is easy and just takes a few moments. The bigger presence we have with our legislators the more we can advocate for the children of Missouri.

everychild. onevoice.(

