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Objectives Today 

• Brief history

• Where to find resources

• Quick view of the basics

• Helpful hints

• Recognition

• Opportunities



• Started in 1969

• Mary Lou Anderson

• Explore their talents & express themselves

• 10 million < participants

• Not a contest

• Theme

• 6 art areas

• Pre K thru 12 grade



Divisions
Primary:               Pre K – 2nd grades
Intermediate:      3rd – 5th grades
Middle School:    6th – 8th grades
High School:        9th – 12th grades 
Special Artist:      Pre K – 12th grades

Film 
Production

Photography 

Literature
Dance 
Choreography 

Music 
Composition 

You can select which 
Art Categories you 

want to offer.  
One or All!

Visual 
Arts 



Recognition 
Opportunities 
Beyond the Local Level 

State Round Check out your state’s 
website for details on what the next level of 
advancement is, guidelines & deadlines.  

National Awards & Events 
• Every state association may submit                     

1 entry/division/category

• Deadline March 1st

• Awards 1 Outstanding Interpretation in each 
category,     3 Awards of Excellence and 5 
Awards of Merit/division/category  

• Awards Announcement May 1st

PTA.org/Reflections and on your state website             

National Awards Celebration
June 
Annual National PTA Convention 

National Art Exhibit Opening
January 
U.S. Department of Education 
Washington, DC



Resources
National PTA
• Information is broad and generic 

because it applies to every unit 
in every state that participates.  

• www.pta.org

• Maintain the online submission 
portal

• Technical issues – i.e. passwords

Kansas or Missouri PTA
• Information is going to be 

specific to your state

• Deadlines

• Method of submission

http://www.pta.org/


To find Reflections information on National PTA’s 
website –www.pta.org 

• Click on Programs

• Drop down menu appears 

• Click on Reflections



The Reflections page offers access to many resources 
• Register your unit/reporting your participation numbers

• Awards

• Art Gallery 

• Reflections Toolkit

• Student information



Getting Started
Key Points

• Start Early

• Review Local Leaders Guide 

• Committee

• Register -Enroll July 1 and receive access 
to resources in your inbox. – new

• Take e-learning course

• Review materials

• Unit in Good Standing by your 
state’s deadline

• Advance entries according to 
your state’s guidelines.  

2018-2019 Reflections 
Training PowerPoint

eLearning
Courses for Local Leaders
These courses help local leaders 
improve their skills and illuminate 
areas of running a local PTA of 
which new leaders may be 
unaware.

https://member.pta.org/Shop/Local-Leader-eLearning-Courses


Reflections 
Committee:
Members & Work

• Don’t be this guy!  

• Form it now 

• Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet

• 3 -5 people depending on enrollment

• “Gourmet Blend” of parents & teachers

• Plan and divide up tasks

• Meet and communicate frequently 

• Provide copies of materials & 
information 



Planning  
Calendar of Events 

Important Dates & Deadlines:
9/10/18 – Arts in Education Week

Theme Search Contest  Deadline

Unit in Good Standing Deadline

Advancement to the next round deadline

• 2018-2019 school/district calendar
• Plug in established dates  
• Plan it in reverse – your students’ 

submission back to the initial kick off
• Determine categories & divisions
• Download materials & customize
• Print handouts & posters
• Morning announcements & media 

releases 
• Get approval for budget, activities & 

promotional materials



Promoting Your Program 
Know your audience
• Put theme on the supply lists for next year

• Bookmark for Back to School events

• Kick off program during Arts in Education Week      
(Sept 10-16)

• Introduce a new art area each day with did you know 
“fun” facts

• Student announcements

• Automated daily school bulletins

• Local media

• Social media

• Student entry packet handed out

• Posters over the water fountains & cafeteria

• Posters in local businesses         (bank drive-thru)

• Class competition with sidewalk chalk

• Art based class teachers promote it

• Local dance studios

Communication is the key



Theme Search 
Handout  
• Ideas submitted by students

• Complete information before coping for 
distributing

• Copy the list of previous theme on the back

• Unit in Good Standing

• Entries for 2020-2021 need to be submitted to 
your state PTA by their specific deadline. 

• Each state can forward 5 to National PTA for 
consideration

• $100

• Missouri submitted winning theme, “Diversity 
Means…” selected for 2012-2013 

• Picked two years in advance

• 2019-2020 will be “Look Within”



Student Entry 
Packet 
“Gotta Have it!”

• It’s only 3 pages

• Official Rules & Entry Form

• Customize with submission details of when & 
where

• Copy it front to back & staple

• Official Rules – art category, special artist, 
eligibility, entry requirements, finalist notification, 
ownership and license , etc. 

Stress Relieving Tips:  

• Visual Arts & Photography – collect artwork  & 
digital file

• Digital files in correct format

• Email, google docs,etc



Submissions
Entry Form & Judging

• Included in the Student Packet

• Modify the template with your information

• Displays the unit in good standing reminder

• All sections need to be completed

• Title of Artwork and Artists Statement are required 
areas

• Very important that the student’s information is 
legible and accurate

Stress Relieving Tip:

• Form provides the information for advancing 
entries to the next round - keep it safe!

• One for every entry, not one per student



Why should I care about UIGS?

The Kids …………….



Professional Help 
ISO Reviewers 
• Recommendations from district educators 

• Local professionals

• Social Networks 

• Area colleges or universities

• Exchange reviewers with other schools in 
the district or council

Reviewer Packet Contains:
• Welcome Letter
• Instructions
• Rubric 
• Score Card

Other Reviewing/Judging Details:
• Time Frame
• Venue
• “Blind Judging”
• NO TIES!
• Confidentiality 



Reviewing 
Submissions 
Coordinating Entries 

• Announce the deadline, again, again, ….

• Previously established collection process

• Determine correction policy 

• Scan & flag issue

• Prepare entries for reviewing aka “blind judging”

• Make entries available to reviewers 

• Remind reviewers of judging time frame and NO TIES!!!

• Collect scores and ranking of entries

• Collection of entries 

• Qualifying submissions

• Preparing artwork for review

• Providing directions to reviewers



Time to Celebrate!!!
Student Participants & Program Success

• Celebration Guide

• Announce awardees

• Pictures with permission

• Celebration event

• Certificates/awards  

• Display artwork

• Offer state & national opportunities
P.S.   You are almost done!!!



It’s a Wrap!
Report Participation 
Thank Volunteers

• Return non-advancing artwork

• Ask for committee members for feed back on 
the program

• Survey reviewers for their thoughts

• Recognize & thank your volunteers (committee 
members, reviewers, school staff) 

• Report your success at www.pta.org/reflections 

• Utilize final chair report to evaluate the program 
and ideas for improvement 

Plan to attend the Annual State 
Convention and Reflections Student 
Showcase in 2019 or be sure to pass on 
your materials to the next chair

http://www.pta.org/


Advance those entries to the next 
round! 

Show off your students’ talent to 
the rest of the state and perhaps 
the nation!  

Take the 
next step!



What is the next level in the program?

Kansas 
• Local 

• Council

• Region

• State

• National 

Missouri 
• Local 

Advance to the state round 
using the online portal.  

• State

• National



Prepare Art Work 

• Review the specific art category rules for the acceptable file format

• Verify existing digital files (dance, film production & music composition) 
are correct format

• Create digital files if needed 

i.e. scan literature, take pictures of photography or visual arts  

• Label files correctly by renaming & saving

JOHN RUPERT. TURNEY PTSA.MUSIC COMP.HS

Helpful Hint:  These next steps were probably already done before 
your entries were judged but it is a good idea to double check 

everything that you are planning to advance to the next round. 



2D or 3D?
What do I do?

2D Artworks 
• Must be mounted on sturdy material 

• No larger than 24x30 inches with matting

• Framed entries are not accepted. 

3D Artworks
• Must contain 3 digital images of artwork at 

different angles. 

• Image(s) are used for artwork identification, 
judging and exhibition purposes.

Helpful Hint - Have students include the required 
digital image(s) of artwork with their submission. 



Remember:
2D must be matted.
No larger than 24x30” with matting.



3D entries Must 
contain 3 digital 

images of 
artwork at 

different angles



The Easy Steps to Online Submitting

• Grab your resources & entries 

• Prepare the artwork (if necessary)

• www.pta.org - National website

• Register your unit (if you haven’t already) 
July 1 – December 1

• Report participation 

• Enter the Student’s info and 
upload artwork

http://www.pta.org/


Entering the “Portal” . . . . . . . 



Helpful Hints:
• Official Unit Name 
• Contact information
• PTA ID#
• School enrollment
• Demographic information 

i.e. Free/Reduced Lunch
• How many students participated
• How many did you advance

Registering the Unit 
Reporting 
Participation



Build each student an “account”
• Go to your unit’s “home page”

• Click “create a submission”

• Click “Student Entry Form” and enter 
the information from the hard copy of 
the student’s entry form

• Click “Upload Artwork” to upload the 
digital file of the artwork.  You will get 
that “browse” option to go to doc file, 
click on it then upload

• Click “Submit your student entry”

Helpful Hint:  
Follow the online 
instructions on 
each screen



Confirm Students’ Submission Status

• Go to your unit’s account “home page”

• You can view the list of the created submissions

• Confirmed submissions will show a status of 
“Submitted”



But what if …..

• I didn’t use the right file format?

• I uploaded the wrong student file and submitted it?

• I need to edit the entry form?

• I’m not sure if this uploaded?

• How do I know you got it?

• I really do not understand what I am doing!



• Take a deep breath

• Stay calm and drink a Pepsi

• Just notify your state PTA 
Reflections Chair  

We are here to 

help you!



FAQs

• Where’s the tool kit? On your state’s website 

• Enter more than one category? Yes

• Enter more than piece in a category? Yes

• Multiple students or groups? Yes, but only one student is named as the 
participant/owner of the artwork.    

• 8 digit PTA ID?  Unique number assigned to each PTA unit, helps identify 
units with same name, President, Treasurer or your state PTA office 
will have it. 

• Unit in Good Standing? Requirements that units must meet in order to participate

• Bilingual resources? Resources are available in Spanish

• Details for Special Artists? Information is available in the guidelines 



• You did it!

• Now relax and enjoy the 
holidays.

• Watch for results to be 
announced



Grant 
Opportunity 

Apply by Saturday, June 30, 2018.



Let’s Brainstorm!

• Promotion

• Parent engagement

• Student participation

• Unit participation 

• Recognition



Thank you for spending the weekend with us and for all you 
do to help our children succeed. 


