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Suggestions for your February Legislative Chair Report

LOCAL INFORMATION: 

Now is a great time to plan a Town Hall for your state elected officials or your upcoming school board candidates. Town Halls are very easy to plan and a great advocacy event for your Unit. Hosting a Town Hall is an Advocacy Through Legislation Award (At Law) for Unit and Councils Award and also is an individual member option on the list of requirements. Missouri PTA would be happy to assist you in planning and hosting this event. 

The Missouri Municipal Election will be held on Tuesday April 3, 2018.  This is generally when most school districts elect new school board members.  Remember PTAs, due to our 501(c)(3) status, cannot support or oppose candidates running for school board.  However, PTAs can host candidates’ forums and publish candidates’ questionnaires.  Such forums and questionnaires serve a dual function of informing community members about their choices among candidates and demonstrating the value of PTA.  If your PTA decides to host a forum or publish a questionnaire remember all candidates must be invited to participate.  Occasionally individual candidates will contact PTAs and ask if they can address members during a unit meeting.  Under IRS guidelines allowing an individual candidate a platform to speak during a unit meeting is seen as showing preferential treatment.  Simply put if a candidate would like to address your membership during an upcoming meeting in order to accommodate that request your unit would also have to invite all the other candidates to address the membership during the same meeting.  If you have a candidate who requests access to your membership (via membership lists, ads in newsletters, pass out candidate information, etc.) just let them know that you are unable to accommodate them due to your 501(c)(3) status.

Your school district may also have a Bond or Levy on the April ballot.  PTAs can choose to support these issues.  If your unit is supporting an issue from which the school district will benefit, such as a bond or levy, please check with your Principal or administration before sending or posting support information on or through services connected with the school.   For instance, posting pro-vote information on a PTA website hosted by a district server or sending newsletters with pro-vote articles home via the backpack.  There are legal guidelines to which the district must adhere.  PTAs need to make sure they do not inadvertently place the district in legal trouble regarding the campaign of a bond or levy.  If you are using another email message system not connected with the school this would be a great mechanism to pass along pro-vote information.  PTAs can also purchase ads of support, pass out yard signs, and submit Ed-ops to local papers.  Of course, the best way to support our schools is to encourage members to simply vote.  
MISSOURI PTA LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 2018
These legislative priorities are based on the issues that the Missouri PTA Legislative Department expects to target for the 2018 legislative session.  As unexpected issues emerge, Missouri PTA will act in accordance with the resolution and position statements that have been approved by the membership.  A complete list of resolutions and position statements are available on our website (www.mopta.org).  Missouri PTA supports:

· Legislation that protects and calls for local control of schools. 

· Legislation to strengthen laws designed to protect minors from abuse and increase funding for programs and services aimed at the prevention of child abuse, neglect and maltreatment. 

· Legislation that supports increased access to mental health services for children.

· Opposition to tax credits or tax deductions for tuition paid by a parent or sponsors for non-public elementary or secondary school children.

· Enforcement of legislation requiring school districts to have policies that promote increased parental engagement in their children’s education. 

· Legislation that will maintain or generate local and state funding for public education.

· Legislation that will safeguard the educational and personal records of students. 

· Legislation that would protect children and youth from being discriminated against based on race, religion or sexual orientation. 

· Legislation that will protect youth from being placed in the adult court system unless certified to do so.

· Legislation that will protect youth from becoming radicalized and creates programs to identify and help students who become victims of radicalization.
STATE INFORMATION:

Missouri PTA Legislative Session

The 2018 Legislative session began January 3, 2018. This is the 99th General Assembly of Missouri. There are many bills that have been pre-filed that MO PTA will be watching closely below are three that may gain traction in this session.

HB 1255 - Nick Schroer  SB 793- Wayne Wallingford

Requires children under the age of 18 to be prosecuted for most criminal offenses in juvenile courts unless the child is certified as an adult. MO PTA supports these bills. These are the bills that we are starting our student advocacy campaign around this month. It has been PTA’s long held position to support efforts and legislation that prohibits the incarceration of youth in adult facilities.
SB 793 has been passed out of committee and is waiting on a full Senate vote. This is a direct result of our #18in18 campaign. MO PTA submitted testimony for the hearing and has published 2 JC/DC Alerts. THANK YOU for your help. Please keep posting to social media:

#18in18 because 17 is too young! @molegislature @missouriPTA @RaisetheAgeMO
 HB 1639 - Dan Stacy

Establishes the Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program

MO PTA Opposes this bill. The Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program is a particular concern for PTA because this program would create an account that would allow taxpayers to make a qualifying contribution to an educational assistance organization and claim a tax credit, as described in the act. The tax credit is for one hundred percent of the amount of the contribution. The tax credit may be carried forward for four years and may be transferred, sold, or assigned. The scholarships will be used in private schools effectively creating a voucher system in Missouri.

HB 1668 - Kathryn Swan

Creates an educational savings plan for K-12 educational expenses.

MO PTA Opposes this bill. The Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program is a particular concern for PTA because this program would create an account that would allow taxpayers to may make a qualifying contribution to an educational assistance organization and claim a tax credit, as described in the act. The tax credit is for one hundred percent of the amount of the contribution. The tax credit may be carried forward for four years and may be transferred, sold, or assigned. The scholarships will be used in private schools effectively creating a voucher system in Missouri.
SB 612- Andrew Koenig 
Establishes the Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program
MO PTA Opposes this bill. The Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program is a particular concern for PTA because this program would create an account that would allow taxpayers to may make a qualifying contribution to an educational assistance organization and claim a tax credit, as described in the act. The tax credit is for one hundred percent of the amount of the contribution. The tax credit may be carried forward for four years and may be transferred, sold, or assigned. The scholarships will be used in private schools effectively creating a voucher system in Missouri.
This bill has been passed out of committee. MO PTA has prepared testimony and published 1 JC/DC alert. Please take action to voice your opposition to this bill.
SB 617- William Eigel and SB 611- Andrew Koenig
Each bill contains provisions to dramatically cut state income taxes, beginning in 2019. SB 617 contains an additional provision to completely eliminate income tax over time. 

MO PTA opposes both these bills and submitted written testimony for the committee hearing. Any bill that decreases income will not be good for education. For the Budget 2019 to fully fund the education formula the education budget is required to increase by $98 million in in order to remain fully funded and to fund the early childhood initiative. The passing of either of these bills would make it very hard to meet this formula.
In addition, the session will have bills on childhood vaccinations, LGBTQ and legalization of marijuana. As bills begin to progress in the process please be watching for JC/DC Action Alerts and take action. Please encourage your membership sign up for the alerts too. Sign up is easy and just take a few moments. The bigger presence we have with our legislators the more we can advocate for the children of Missouri.

A complete list of bills currently being followed by Missouri PTA can be found on mopta.org under Advocacy –Capitol Chatter.

NATIONAL INFORMATION: 

National PTA releases its 2018 Federal Public Policy Agenda

The National PTA’s Legislative Checklist for the 115th Congress outlines the policy priorities National PTA and its constituent associations believe are critical to ensuring all children reach their highest potential. The checklist features the following policy areas:

· Elementary and Secondary Education

· Special Education

· Federal Investments in Education

· Early Learning and Childhood Education

· Child Health and Safety

· Gun Safety and Violence Prevention

· Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

· Education Technology and Student Data Privacy

· Postsecondary Access and Opportunity

 HOW TO BE AN ADVOCATE: 
· Engage your legislators with issues that are important to you.
· Attend or host a Town Hall meeting.

· Register to vote and vote in ALL elections.

· Learn about issues effecting the children off MO and share the information with your friends and family.

· Join the JC/DC Network for Missouri Action Alerts. Join National PTA’s Take Action Network for national alerts.
· Do you tweet?  Follow Missouri PTA (@MissouriPTA) and National PTA (@NationalPTA).

everychild. onevoice.(

