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Suggestions for your May Legislative Chair Report

Reminders: 

May is a month of transition in PTA. New officers have been elected and outgoing officers are wrapping up their term. Now would be a great time make sure your bylaws are up to date.  Make sure each new officer has a copy of the bylaws.

Have you submitted your new officers?  If not please make sure they are turned in to MO PTA as soon as possible.  These must be submitted to remain in good standing.

This is also a great time to review your insurance coverage and make sure your Unit is adequately protected. You can find more information on AIM here.

LOCAL INFORMATION:

National Nutrition Awareness Month

Last year former  Governor Nixon announced the No Kid Hungry Missouri campaign.  Nearly 1 in 5 children live in a household that lacks the ability to provide enough nutritious food on a regular basis.  Access to nutritious food has a direct affect on a child’s ability to perform well both in and out of the classroom.  Just by children having access to breakfast can have a dramatic impact.  Students who eat breakfast are 20% more likely to graduate, average 17.5% higher on test scores, and attend 1.5 more days annually.  There are innovative ways schools have instituted programs to provide children access to a healthy breakfast such as Breakfast in the Classroom and “Grab and Go” meals.  Check out the No Kid Hungry website to learn more about this growing problem and ways you can be involved.  Another great resources to combat hunger is Share Our Strength’s Cooking Matters.  This website resource helps families shop for and cook healthy meals on a budget.  Hunger is happening everywhere.  The first step to conquering hunger is raising awareness.

STATE INFORMATION:

Missouri PTA Legislative Session

The 2017 Legislative session began January 4, 2017. This is the 99th General Assembly of Missouri. There are many bills that have been filed that MO PTA will be watching closely below are bills that are progressing through the House and Senate. There is currently only 2 weeks left in the regular session.

Powdered Alcohol

HB 29 would designate powdered alcohol as a controlled substance. Missouri PTA supports legislation that would mark this as a controlled substance and the restrictions on marketing of these products. MO PTA filed testimony in support of this bill. This bill was perfected in the House and has had its hearing in the Senate. MO PTA supports this bill.

Education Saving Plan

SB 313 this bill creates the "Missouri K-12 Education Savings Program" and establishes the "Missouri K-12 Education Saving Board." This is a voucher bill.  This bill also has several provisions taking away local control of schools. MO PTA has sent testimony in opposition to this bill.  313 has been perfected in the Senate, the House General Laws Committee held testimony on this week. Please alert your membership to this bill and how BAD it is for MO schools. Gov. Greitens will sign this if it makes it to his desk. MO PTA needs every member to contact their representatives to tell them to vote NO.Missouri PTA opposes this.

Raise the Age 

HB274 this bill changes the definition of "child" to include any person under 18 years of age and "adult" to mean any person 18 years of age or older. The bill repeals the definition of a "status offense." MO PTA supports this bill. Missouri PTA has sent testimony in support of this bill. A JC/DC Alert was sent out urging our members to contact the House Judiciary Committee. This bill has been attached as an amendment to SB 50. MO PTA supports Raise the Age.

Charter Schools

HB 634 this bill allows charter schools to be operated in any school district of the state. National and Missouri PTA does recognize and support charter schools when they are public and have to meet all the same evaluation standards that a non- charter public schools must meet. However, Missouri PTA opposes this bill based on the fact that it is allowing the charter schools to be affiliated with non-public organizations and that currently the evaluation for charter schools still does not meet or exceed the expectations of non-charter public schools. Missouri PTA has sent testimony in opposition to this bill. This bill received a full vote pass and has been transferred to the Senate for their consideration. In the Senate is has been sent to committee. We will submit testimony in opposition to this bill.
Streamlined Sales Tax

SB 105 implements the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. MO PTA supports this bill. This bill has received its hearing out of committee. Testimony was sent in support of this bill.

Education Saving Account

HB773 establishes the education savings account program. This is a voucher bill. MO PTA opposes this bill. This bill is currently in committee.
Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Fund

SB32 this act establishes the Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program. This is a voucher bill. MO PTA sent testimony in opposition to this bill. The Senate Committee approved this bill. It is now in the Committee for Perfections and a vote of the full Senate. Missouri PTA will continue to oppose this measure. We have sent out JC/DC Alerts for this bill waiting on full Senate vote.

Raise the Age

SB 40 would make it law the youth under the age of 17 must be tried in a juvenile court unless certified as an adult. It would also prohibit children under 18 from being held in an adult facility at anytime unless certified as an adult. MO PTA sent testimony in support of this bill. This bill is being held up due to the financial note. 

Streamlined Sales Tax

SB 105 this bill requires the Department of Revenue to enter into the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. Missouri PTA supports this bill.  MO PTA submitted testimony for this bill. It did pass out of committee and will be up for a full Senate vote. A JC/DC Alert will be sent out prior to vote.

In addition the session will have bills on childhood vaccinations, LGBTQ and legalization of marijuana. As bills begin to progress in the process please be watching for JC/DC Action Alerts and take action. Please encourage your membership sign up for the alerts too. Sign up is easy and just take a few moments. The bigger presence we have with our legislators the more we can advocate for the children of Missouri.

A complete list of bills currently being followed by Missouri PTA can be found on mopta.org under Advocacy –Capitol Chatter.

MO Budget

Our partners at the Missouri Budget Project has released important information about the 2018 MO Budget. The Governor filed his budget with significant cuts to public k-12 and higher education which was not good for the students of MO.  The House and Senate have worked on a compromise budget which will fully fund the public education formula. Here is the break down:

Elementary & Secondary Education (HB 2):
· Fully funds the foundation formula for the first time in recent history by adding nearly $45 million. Full funding would trigger a provision that would allow DESE funding for pre-K programs.

· Restores $36 million for school transportation that had been cut in the Governor’s recommendation

Higher Education (HB 3):
· Reduced the cut to four year universities from the 9% recommended by the Governor to 6.58% except for the University of Missouri system.

· The University of Missouri system did see an addition of $8.5 million for various health care education initiatives that were not recommended by the Governor.

MO PTA is watching budget negociations and will continue to advocate for increased funding in education.

NATIONAL INFORMATION: 

Where Does National PTA Stand on Private School Vouchers?

National PTA advocates for the improvement of public education for all children and to guarantee public funds are not diverted to any private school choice proposal and/or voucher system.

National PTA also opposes tax credits and deductions for elementary and secondary school tuition and other education-related expenses for public and nonpublic school students.

Our association believes that private school choice systems have detrimental effects on our public school systems. Public dollars must remain invested in public schools for the benefit of all students and the future of our nation. Read the full position statement by National PTA on private school vouchers here.

ESSA Stakeholder Engagement 

The U.S. Department of Education released a new guide for states to use while developing their education plans under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). While ESSA requires meaningful stakeholder engagement, the new guide does not compel states to include a description of how they are engaging stakeholders while developing their plans. National PTA is extremely disappointed that stakeholder engagement is no longer prioritized in the new guide.

To assist state and local PTA members as they work to ensure state leaders include a description of how different stakeholders have been meaningfully engaged in the implementation of the new state education plans, National PTA has put together this stakeholder toolkit, which contains template letters, sample graphics and messaging you can use when talking to state leaders. You can find out more information here.
HOW TO BE AN ADVOCATE: 
· Plan now for next year’s voter registration drive

· View PTA resources for families on ESSA
· Encourage members to share healthy meals and snacks that are kid tested and approved.

· Join the JC/DC Network - You can also join online under the ‘Sign up for the JC/DC Network’ link at the bottom of the homepage on the Missouri PTA website for Missouri alerts and online at ‘PTA take action network’ for National alerts.

· Check out the PTA One Voice Blog

· Do you tweet?  Follow Missouri PTA (@MissouriPTA) and National PTA (@NationalPTA).

everychild. onevoice.(

