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Suggestions for your April Legislative Chair Report

LOCAL INFORMATION: 

Distracted Driving Awareness Month

Back in 2011 students in the state of Missouri came together to write, promote and pass the Distracted Driving Resolution. This resolution was then submitted and passed at the National Convention. Why was this issue so important to the students? At the time both Missouri and National PTA had resolutions pertaining to teen driving and cell phone use but nothing that spoke to the larger problem of distracted driving. Distracted driving isn’t a teen problem. Every driver who makes the decision to drive distracted poses a potential risk to everyone else on the road, including him or herself. Distracted driving spans all ages, genders and socioeconomic backgrounds. Did you know that at highway speeds, the amount of time a drivers keeps their eyes off the road to type a 3 to 5 second text message they will have traveled the length of a football field. Your personal awareness can make a difference. April would be a great time for PTSA Units to host a presentation on distracted or impaired driving and the importance of buckling up. Prom and graduation are around the corner. This time period typically see a much larger incidence of accidents among youth. Arrive Alive and Missouri Safe and Sober have some great ideas for bringing students’ attention to the dangers of unsafe driving. For more information on statistic, research, campaigns, and pledges check out the Distracted Driving website.

STATE INFORMATION:

Missouri PTA Legislative Session

The 2017 Legislative session began January 4, 2017. This is the 99th General Assembly of Missouri. There are many bills that have been filed that MO PTA will be watching closely below are bills that are progressing through the House and Senate. We are currently past the halfway point of this legislative session.

Powdered Alcohol

HB 29 would designate powdered alcohol as a controlled substance. Missouri PTA supports legislation that would mark this as a controlled substance and the restrictions on marketing of these products. MO PTA filed testimony in support of this bill. This bill is currently waiting for a vote of the full House.

Education Saving Plan

HB189 this bill creates the "Missouri K-12 Education Savings Program" and establishes the "Missouri K-12 Education Saving Board." This is a voucher bill. Missouri PTA opposes this.

Raise the Age 

HB274 this bill changes the definition of "child" to include any person under 18 years of age and "adult" to mean any person 18 years of age or older. The bill repeals the definition of a "status offense." MO PTA supports this bill. Missouri PTA has sent testimony in support of this bill. A JC/DC Alert was sent out urging our members to contact the House Judiciary Committee. This bill is currently waiting on a committee vote. This vote is being held up by financial questions.

Charter Schools

HB 634 this bill allows charter schools to be operated in any school district of the state. National and Missouri PTA does recognize and support charter schools when they are public and have to meet all the same evaluation standards that a non- charter public schools must meet. However, Missouri PTA opposes this bill based on the fact that it is allowing the charter schools to be affiliated with non-public organizations and that currently the evaluation for charter schools still does not meet or exceed the expectations of non-charter public schools. Missouri PTA has sent testimony in opposition to this bill. This bill received a full vote pass and has been transferred to the Senate for their consideration. In the Senate is has been sent to committee. We will submit testimony in opposition to this bill.
Streamlined Sales Tax

HB667 implements the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. MO PTA supports this bill. This bill has been assigned to committee. 

Education Saving Account

HB773 establishes the education savings account program. This is a voucher bill. MO PTA opposes this bill. This bill is currently in committee.
Elimination Of Corporate Income Tax

SB 17 would phase out corporate income taxes over the next 3 years. This would be detrimental to the children of Missouri. Corporate taxes are a huge part of the funding piece for public schools and colleges. MO PTA sent testimony in opposition of this bill. This bill is now waiting for a full vote of the Senate. A JC/DC Alert will be sent out soon.

Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Fund

SB32 this act establishes the Missouri Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program. This is a voucher bill. MO PTA sent testimony in opposition to this bill. The Senate Committee approved this bill. It is now in the Committee for Perfections and a vote of the full Senate. Missouri PTA will continue to oppose this measure. We have sent out JC/DC Alerts for this bill waiting on full Senate vote.

Raise the Age

SB 40 would make it law the youth under the age of 17 must be tried in a juvenile court unless certified as an adult. It would also prohibit children under 18 from being held in an adult facility at anytime unless certified as an adult. MO PTA sent testimony in support of this bill. This bill is being held up due to the financial note. 

Streamlined Sales Tax

SB 105 this bill requires the Department of Revenue to enter into the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. Missouri PTA supports this bill.  MO PTA submitted testimony for this bill. It did pass out of committee and will be up for a full Senate vote. A JC/DC Alert will be sent out prior to vote.

In addition the session will have bills on childhood vaccinations, LGBTQ and legalization of marijuana. As bills begin to progress in the process please be watching for JC/DC Action Alerts and take action. Please encourage your membership sign up for the alerts too. Sign up is easy and just take a few moments. The bigger presence we have with our legislators the more we can advocate for the children of Missouri.

A complete list of bills currently being followed by Missouri PTA can be found on mopta.org under Advocacy –Capitol Chatter.

NATIONAL INFORMATION: 

President Trump’s Cuts to Public Education Undermine Opportunity for All Children

Media Contact:
Heidi May Wilson
Media Relations Manager 
703-518-1242 
hmay@pta.org
ALEXANDRIA, Va., (March 16, 2017)—Today, President Donald Trump released his budget blueprint for Fiscal Year 2018. The proposal cuts funding for public education programs by $9.2 billion, while including a $250 million investment to expand private school options.     

“Opportunity starts and ends with access to a great education. Equitable, high-quality public education for all students is essential to children and the nation’s long-term success,” said Laura Bay, president of National PTA. “National PTA is disappointed to see President Trump’s proposal cuts funding for critical public education programs, while investing in private school options. National PTA opposes any private school choice system that drains public school resources. Public dollars must remain invested in public schools for the benefit of all students and the future of our nation.”

“The significant cuts to education in the president’s budget along with the expansion of private school choice programs—which have not been proven to improve student outcomes—mean that, now more than ever, it is imperative to invest in family engagement programs, like the Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFECs),” said Nathan R. Monell, CAE, executive director of National PTA. “Family engagement in education has demonstrated benefits to student achievement and school improvement. The SFECs program would empower parents and families with the resources they need to ensure their children are provided the best opportunities to thrive and learn. National PTA hopes funding for the SFEC program will be included in the release of the full budget request in the coming months, and we remain committed to advocating for funding for the program as Congress considers the budget.”

While National PTA is disappointed that President Trump’s budget proposal cuts vital funding for public education overall, the association is pleased to see the president designate an additional $1 billion for Title I—which aids schools with high percentages of children from low-income families—as well as maintain funding of $13 billion for special education grants through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Although these important foundational federal education programs were spared from cuts, we remain concerned about the disinvestment in education that this blueprint lays out. 

“Across the country there are great disparities in available resources as well as the quality of and access to educational opportunities,” added President Bay. “It has long been a top priority for National PTA to work with the administration and Congress to ensure robust federal investments are made in public education programs that promote equity and opportunity for all children.”

National PTA Extremely Disappointed with New ESSA Guidelines

Media Contact:
Heidi May Wilson
Media Relations Manager 
703-518-1242 
hmay@pta.org
ALEXANDRIA, Va., (March 13, 2017)—The following statement can be attributed to National PTA President Laura Bay:

“This morning, the U.S. Department of Education released a new guide for states to use in developing their education plans under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). While ESSA requires meaningful stakeholder engagement, the new guide does not compel states to include a description of how they are engaging and consulting stakeholders in developing their plans. 

“National PTA is extremely disappointed that stakeholder engagement is no longer prioritized. We have learned from the implementation of other education initiatives that engaging all stakeholders— especially parents—is critical, not optional. Stakeholders, particularly parents, play an essential role in the successful implementation of ESSA and ensuring that all children receive a quality education by providing valuable input and holding states and districts accountable.

“The Department of Education must make this a priority through the ESSA plan template so states will make it a priority and truly engage all stakeholders. The expertise and firsthand knowledge of parents, educators, practitioners and others working with, and on behalf of, students every day is critical to inform state and local policies and practices to establish the best education system possible and make sure every child has the opportunity to reach their full potential.

“National PTA called on the Department of Education to provide best practices for stakeholder engagement to ensure this occurs as intended in the law. The association has been committed to empowering families to be active participants in the development of state and local plans as well as supporting states, districts and schools in engaging families in the implementation of the law. It remains a top priority of National PTA to ensure all stakeholders are consulted and engaged in the development of education plans and the overall implementation of ESSA. 

“We’ve made critical progress to improve education, provide educational equity for all children and make sure every child is prepared for long-term success through ESSA. We cannot go backward.”

National PTA Adopts Two New Position Statements

The National PTA Board of Directors adopted two new position statements at its March meeting on mental health and trauma informed care.  Below is a brief summary of each with a link to where you may read the statement in its entirety. MO PTA supports both of these and the positive impact it will be to many children and youth in Missouri.

Early Identification and Interventions for Children with Mental Health Needs
National PTA believes every child deserves the opportunity to grow into a happy and healthy adult, which includes mental, physical and overall well-being. Too often, however, mental health issues for children and young adults are misdiagnosed or never identified. National PTA supports robust federal, state and local policies that provide mental health services to all children, youth and their families so every child can reach their fullest potential. Furthermore, National PTA believes in greater outreach and education to parents, families and related groups so they can be advocates for their children and ensure their child’s mental health needs are met under the letter of state and federal law. 

Furthermore, National PTA believes greater attention and resources should be provided for mental health early intervention and prevention services for non-school aged youth and their families. Early intervention and prevention can help to address a child’s behavioral and mental needs before symptoms exacerbate into more detrimental social, emotional or academic behaviors or activities. 

Trauma-Informed Care
Since 1897, National PTA has played a critical role in crafting and advocating for federal, state and local policies that keep children healthy and create safe school environments. An estimated 46 million American children will be affected by violence, crime, abuse or psychological trauma in a given year—referred to as an adverse childhood experience (ACE). A groundbreaking Center of Disease and Prevention Centers (CDC) and Kaiser Permanente study in 1997 found that ACEs significantly harm a child’s brain development, and that they are the root cause of most chronic and mental illnesses and future violence in their adult years. To combat the negative effects of violence and trauma, National PTA advocates for providing significant resources and incentives to states and local jurisdictions to create connected communities, positive school climates and trauma-informed schools that keep students healthy and in school.
 HOW TO BE AN ADVOCATE: 
· Plan now for next year’s voter registration drive

· View PTA resources for families on ESSA
· Encourage members to share healthy meals and snacks that are kid tested and approved.

· Join the JC/DC Network - You can also join online under the ‘Sign up for the JC/DC Network’ link at the bottom of the homepage on the Missouri PTA website for Missouri alerts and online at ‘PTA take action network’ for National alerts.

· Check out the PTA One Voice Blog

· Do you tweet?  Follow Missouri PTA (@MissouriPTA) and National PTA (@NationalPTA).

everychild. onevoice.(

